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SUBJECT GROUNDWATER/VADOSE ZONE INTEGRATION PROJECT MEETING - MAY 7,
2001

TO Distribution

FROM Michael J. Graham, Groundwater/Vadose Zone Integration Project Manager

DATE May 22, 2001

ATTENDEES DISTRIBUTION
See Attached List Attendees

GW/VZ Distribution List
Document and Information Services H0-09

NEXT GW/VZ INTEGRATION PROJECT OPEN MEETING:
Next Meeting: Monday, June 4, 2001 – 1-3 p.m.
Location: (Please note change) Bechtel Hanford, Inc., Conference Room 2D01 (Badging

Required)
Local Call-In Number: (509) 376-7411
Toll Free Call-In Number: (800) 664-0771

NOTE:
These meetings will change in frequency.  Meetings will be conducted on the first Monday of each month
(no longer twice per month).

MEETING MINUTES:
A Groundwater/Vadose Zone (GW/VZ) Integration Project Open Meeting was held on May 7, 2001, in
Richland, Washington, at the Bechtel Hanford, Inc. (BHI) Assembly Room.

PROJECT REPORT:

Open Meeting Update (Michael Graham)
GW/VZ Integration Project Open Meetings Scheduled Monthly:
We are going to go to a monthly schedule for these meetings.  As the Integration Project is really
operational at this point, it seems to be the thing to do.  Please note that the meeting in June will be in a
different conference room due to scheduling conflicts for the Assembly Room.  The June 4, 2001, meeting
will be in conference room 2D01.

ERC   Team
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Discussion on Integration Project Expert Panel (IPEP) Meeting (Michael Graham)
We have copies of the slides from the closeout session.  They are on the website.  I’d like to welcome any
comments anyone has at this point.

QUESTION: How are you going to validate the model?  Do you know of any precedent on how risk
assessments are validated?

ANSWER: There will be an over-all approach.  We are going through the whole process to see that the
model gives reasonable results.  Uncertainty is reflected in the data input.

QUESTION: Yes, but does any historical precedent exist in determining validity?

ANSWER: Most validation issues came out of the repository project.  All the Environmental Impact
Statements (EIS) have been done based on prescribed methods and prescribed models approved by
regulators.

The Hanford Environmental Dose Reconstruction (HEDR) project was a little different.  There were data
sets available so we could validate the models.  The repository program has struggled with it
internationally.  There were a lot of meetings between the international community to discover ways to
validate these models.

COMMENT: To say you have 20 – 30 years of data is a guess at best.  That data wouldn’t give me much
comfort.  Use of the appropriate scientific tools and appropriate scientific method is the best you can do at
this point.

In some cases, we don’t have a data set to match against.  We compare our modeling results with other
modeling results.  Our target calls for a different level of confidence in how the models perform than the
repository program.

QUESTION: When do you expect the IPEP closeout report to be complete?

ANSWER: It takes a few months for the IPEP to complete this.  The closeout presentation this time was
probably the most extensive I’ve seen in the last couple of years.

QUESTION: Do you have any idea of a time frame in which the report might be complete?

ANSWER: It’s usually about two to three months.  They have very busy schedules and coordinating their
time requires a bit of logistics.

I think it was a good meeting and I really liked the format.  I thought having the roundtable discussion
was good.

Update on Vadose Zone Transport and Field Study (Mark Freshley)
The injections at the Vadose Zone Transport and Field Study site have been completed.  The team is
monitoring the progress of the plume.  We are interested in seeing if there are any differences from a dilute
injection last summer to the injection this summer.  It’s too early to tell at this point.  We see a little more
lateral spreading, but the penetration is still limited to the 12 meters that we saw last year.
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At IPEP, I talked with Rod Skeen about some biological fate and transport.  We are going to try to finalize
a brief test plan and will extend an invitation to the Tribal Nations to view our test plan.

QUESTION: Will there be a Vadose Zone Transport and Field Study report?

ANSWER: We have already started writing the report.  The report will cover last year’s test and this year’s
test.

Interim Measures In 200 Area (Tony Knepp)
At the beginning of the fiscal year we accelerated cutting of unneeded water lines and the building of
control structures to keep water from infiltrating into the tank farms.  For the S-SX tank farms, four lines
cross through the tank farm.  We have determined that two are unneeded, and the other two are necessary.
Those two are being tested.  Monday we will start a modification of drainage around the U farm.  We are
doing some sampling to see what’s under the paving.  Drainage goes into the farm and into assessment.
When U farm is done, we will go to S-SX, T-TX/TY.  We are building a combination of berms, run-on
control, covers and other water controlling structures designed to control a major pipe break.  Progress is
being made.  In the next 60 – 90 days we’ll have 200 West finished.

COMMENT: That’s a big plus - stopping surface leakage.

QUESTION: Is Keith Klein aware that this is going on?

ANSWER: Yes, he’s aware.

Update on Data Packages Review and Preparation For Release and Vadose Zone (Bob Bryce)
We are in the process of getting data packages posted on the website for each technical element.  We’ve got
the vadose zone and groundwater packages out on site already.  Release and Risk may be out today.   By
the end of the week all the packages will be available.  The text is in a Portable Document Format (PDF)
file, data tables are in Excel, so they can be sorted and scanned.  Some of them are large tables, especially
the vadose zone and release files, and they used color to help communicate the information.  They are very
large tables.  If there is a problem viewing the files this way, we’ll try something else.

In our history matching run with the model, we used all the contaminants and run them through each of the
components of the model.  The data is moving through the model fine.  We had a glitch in the groundwater
model, and we’re resolving that now.  We should be ready to go ahead with the assessment later this week.

Budget Update (John Morse)
Regulator Package URL:
The budget was a big topic for IPEP and it’s been in the paper a lot.  The President’s budget numbers were
provided Thursday.  The budget is out on the website, http://www.hanford.gov/rl/budget02/fy02-scope-
impacts.pdf.  It’s dependent on how the President and Congress work things out.  The information on the
website is self-explanatory.  If anyone wants a copy of the package, the URL is provided on the agenda.
The current DOE-RL budget is $585 million.

QUESTION: What kind of prioritization system do you use to decide what to spend the available money
on?
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ANSWER:  It’s allocated by the Project Baseline Summary (PBS) at Headquarters (HQ).  We have to
discuss how it will be allocated.  That will be part of the Detailed Work Plan (DWP) process.  We’ll start
the DWP process in a little while.  We’ve got to plan for over-head rates and things like that.  The plan is to
build at the present budget and then to go up to flat funding.  This is a starting point for the process.  Looks
like they are making some progress in getting the budget set.

QUESTION: The President has requested a review of all U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) activities, do
you have a timeframe?

ANSWER: They would like to have a management assessment made of environmental programs.   They
want to wait until the new EM-1 person is aboard.  We are trying to push to get the assessment done.  It’s a
tight timeframe.

We had a good overview of the Integration Project with IPEP.  There has been a lot of field work going on,
In Situ Redox Manipulation injections are going on, we are getting ready to drill 11 Resource Conservation
and Recovery Act of 1976 wells, we have the characterization of 200 Area soil sites, drilling pads are in
place.  And all this work is being done safely.

UPCOMING EVENTS (Michael Graham)
I just want to point out the meeting May 9-10 with the United States Geological Survey and U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency.  It will basically be the same presentation we used for IPEP.  The DOE
National Roadmap Meeting is May 14-15.  And there are a few Hanford Advisory Board meetings coming
up.

NOTES:
GW/VZ Web Site location: http://www.bhi-erc.com/vadose

If you have questions or comments, please contact Karen Strickland (509-372-9236) or Alison Kent (509-
372-9192).

ATTACHMENTS:
1) GW/VZ Integration Project Six Month Look Ahead Calendar
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ATTENDEES:
Bob Bryce – PNNL
Dru Butler – BHI
Mark Freshley – PNNL
Judit German-Heins – Nez Perce (by phone)
Michael Graham – BHI
Mary Harmon – DOE-HQ (by phone)
Kathy Huss – SAIC (by phone)
Moses Jarayssi – BHI
Alison Kent – BHI

Tony Knepp – CHI
John Morse – DOE-RL
Gordon Rogers – HAB
Sue Safford – Oregon Office of Energy (by
phone)
Rod Skeen – CTUIR
Mike Thompson – DOE-RL
Rob Yasek – ORP
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GW/VZ INTEGRATION PROJECT
MAY 7, 2001 – NOVEMBER 5, 2001
SIX MONTH LOOK AHEAD CALENDAR

May 7 GW/VZ Project Open Meeting
BHI Assembly Room – 1-3 p.m. (Contact: Steve Sautter)

May 9-10 USGS (EPA Technical Support) Review of SAC History Match

May 14-15 DOE National Roadmap Meeting (Salt Lake City, UT)

May 15 HAB River and Plateau Committee (8:30 – Noon, Fed. Bldg. Room
142)

June 4 GW/VZ Project Open Meeting
BHI Conference Room 2D01 – 1-3 p.m. (Contact: Steve Sautter)

June 7-8 HAB (West Coast Hotel, Kennewick)

July 2 GW/VZ Project Open Meeting
BHI Assembly Room – 1-3 p.m. (Contact: Steve Sautter)

August 6 GW/VZ Project Open Meeting
BHI Assembly Room – 1-3 p.m. (Contact: Steve Sautter)

September 4 GW/VZ Project Open Meeting
BHI Assembly Room – 1-3 p.m. (Contact: Steve Sautter)

September 6-7 HAB (9:00 – 5:00 and 8:30 – 4:00, Seattle, WA)

September 26-28 IPEP Meeting (BHI Assembly Room, Richland, WA)

October 1 GW/VZ Project Open Meeting
BHI Assembly Room – 1-3 p.m. (Contact: Steve Sautter)

November 5 GW/VZ Project Open Meeting
BHI Assembly Room – 1-3 p.m. (Contact: Steve Sautter)


